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Gender Functions in Medea and Daddy
Gender Functions in Medea
[bookmark: _GoBack]Medea is a female character from the ancient Greek society. The character is used to portray the perception of the society about male and female attributes. From this mythology, we get to find the manner that men are supposed to behave and also how the female in society should behave. It is a common expectation that all the members of the community would uphold a certain code of behavior that has already been dictated by society. However, we find that Media who is female contradicting some of these codes via her actions and behaviors. In addition, Medea is portrayed to possess both male and female traits. Men in Greek society according to the setting of ‘Medea’ are supposed to dominant over the women. Moreover, women are supposed to be totally submissive to men. They are supposed to live under the rule of men always with no option or provision of being advanced more than men. This can be viewed to be a society whereby women were diminished. Never the less, Medea stands out and proves that some of the functions done by men can be done better by women. However, she is still tied by some other women characteristics just like any other women (Euripides, 2011). 
Gender Function in Daddy
Daddy is a poem which also brings out the dominance of the men over women in society. The character in the poem is a woman who tries to break away from this domination of women by men in society. She does this by killing her father so that she becomes free and not live under his rules anymore. At the first instance, this makes her happy which an indication of the need for freedom by women in the society. However, sometimes later in her life, the character wishes that her father would come back. Her feeling takes her further to wishing that she could heal him back. Moreover, she goes further to wish to make an image of her father and stays with it has her husband. This feeling of the character brings out of the roles and attributes of women in the society as dependence on men (Plath, 2019). From the poem, we can see that though she disliked the male dominance on women, the character still needed to have a man in her life. 
Similarities
Brutality of men
From the two pieces of reading, men are portrayed as being brutal. In Medea, this is brought out by the actions of the character who contracts the female norms in society. She carries out actions of brutality which is a trait portrayed by men. First, she kills her brother Apsyrtus. This is an act not expected among the women but the male. Furthermore, there a contradiction of the sibling relations in the family. As a family, siblings are supposed to be loving and caring towards each other. To add on this, the brother is supposed to be one standing on guard protect the sister.  On the contrary, the actions of Medea do not show any of this (Euripides, 2011). All these actions are attributed life of men and therefore the community finds it weird that she does these actions. In the “daddy” men are portrayed as being brutal through a number of ways. First, the character puts in that her father is brutal, a sadist and Nazis. All these naming portray poor attributes for men in society. Secondly, she makes a comparison of the father to the brutal German soldiers; the Nazi (Plath, 2019).
Women are dependent on men
According to “Medea”, all women own nothing and are supposed to depend on men. Even though Medea helped Jason in the first place, this dependence comes later in her life whereby he provides everything for her. In addition, the two go on to marry and have children together with Jason being the provider for the family. Although Medea did not like this, the prevailing conditions gave her no choice (Euripides, 2011). In “Daddy”, the character even after killing her father, she regretted the actions and wished that he could come back. The dependence in men is confirmed by her action of getting married as she needed someone to stay with (Plath, 2019). 
Difference
One major difference in the functions of men and women according to the two pieces of writing is that the poem indicates that men are parasites. From the poem, the character is happy when finally kills both her father and husband. She says that she has killed the parasites that drank her blood for one year. She says this in reference to her father (Plath, 2019). On the other hand, the actions of Jason taking care of Medea does prove that men are not parasites. Furthermore, Jason married another wife (Euripides, 2011). This is a good indication that he was able to cater for himself and the family and therefore not a parasite. 
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